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DETAILED OFFICE ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the communication received May 1 0 th , 201 0. Claims 

1. 3-4, 6, 9-10, 15, 18, and 20-21 have been amended. Claims 2, 11, 19, and 22 have 
been canceled. Claims 1, 3-10, 12-18, 20-21, and 23-24 have been entered and are 
presented for examination. 

2. Application 10/552,290 is a 371 of PCT/IB03/01213 (04/03/2003). 

3. Applicant's arguments, filed May 10 th , 2010, have been carefully considered, but 
deemed non-persuasive (see Response to Arguments section below). 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 
10 th , 2010 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 12-13 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 12- 
13 depend from canceled claim 1 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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7. Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 20-21 recite the limitation "computer readable medium comprising a non- 
transitory program code." It is unclear whether Applicant intends to claim a non- 
transitory computer readable medium comprising program code or something different. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,290 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2465 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 1 . Claims 1 , 3-6, 8-1 0, 1 2-1 5, 1 7-1 8, 20-21 , and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Burton (GB 2375265) in view of Catan (US 
2002/0139589). 

Regarding claim 1 , Burton discloses a network serving device for mediating 
networked services (see Figure 1, Gateway device 1), comprising: an interface 
component for receiving a service request message from a portable electronic terminal 
(p. 8, lines 17-20 [the gateway comprises a receiver operable to receive incoming 
messages from mobile telephones]); wherein said service request message 
comprises at least a tag identification sequence and a subscriber identification (p. 2 
lines 5-12 [the receiver of the gateway device receives an incoming message 
containing identifying information specific to a user and a code specific to a 
product or service]); wherein said tag identification sequence has been received from 
a radio frequency identification tag (p.20, lines 19-22 [the mobile telephone 
comprises a RF reader that interrogates an RF transponder having data 
corresponding to a code stored in a memory]); wherein said interface component is 
adapted for establishing a connection between said portable electronic terminal and at 
least one tag service provider associated with said one or more selected services for 
operating said one or more selected services (see Figure 3 [the first and second 
processors extract the users mobile number and the desired product or service 
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and sends the information to the order generator where the order is transmitted 
to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]) and the selection component 
comprises a service retrieving component for obtaining service information associated 
with said tag identification (p. 10, lines 11-19 [the second processor extracts the 
code and make a request to the data storage device to retrieve the data 
corresponding to the product or service identified by the code]). Burton does not 
explicitly disclose a selection component for selecting one or more services in 
accordance with said tag identification sequence and said subscriber identification; 
wherein said selection component comprises: a service retrieving component for 
obtaining service information associated with said tag identification sequence; a 
subscription retrieving component for obtaining subscription information associated with 
said subscriber identification; and a checking component for comparing said service 
information with said subscription information to select one or more subscribed services 
corresponding to one or more services associated with said tag identification sequence 
obtained from said service information. However, Catan discloses such features 
(paragraph 0066 [the network server performs an interaction process on the 
tennis shoes that looks up information such as date of manufacture, the style, the 
store the shoes where shipped to, recall information, quality information, and so 
on; the interaction process also a personal profile of the user; the profile contains 
the users style preference, amenability to participate in sports (and type of 
sports), color preferences; with the combined data the interaction process can 
up-sell a better quality of tennis shoe and generate a cross-selling promotion 
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indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on sale based on the item and the 
profile]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 3, Burton further discloses said service retrieving component is 
adapted to access a service data storage; wherein said service data storage comprises 
a plurality of service information which are associated with at least one tag identification 
sequence for retrieval (p. 10, lines 11-19 [the second processor extracts the code 
and make a request to the data storage device to retrieve the data corresponding 
to the product or service identified by the code]). Burton is silent regarding said 
subscription retrieving component is adapted to access a subscription data storage; 
wherein said subscription data storage comprises a plurality of subscription information 
which is associated with at least one subscriber identification for retrieval. However, 
Catan discloses such a feature (paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18-21, and 26-36 [the 
network server performs an interaction process with the data is received which 
includes acquiring person profile information which is stored on the server or 
third party database; the profile includes elements such as the user interest in 
sports and favorite colors; the server uses the data read from the tennis shoes 
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and the profile information to generate a cross-selling promotion indicating that a 
set of tennis racquets are on sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 4, the references as applied above disclose all the claimed 
subject matter recited in claim 2. However, Catan further discloses said subscription 
information comprises classification information which relates to at least one class of 
services (paragraph 0119, 4-15 [the preference database makes predictions on 
what the user may prefer based on past choices and behaviors of the user; the 
database uses these inferences to classify the user such as a baseball 
enthusiast]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further implement the method of Catan into the system 
of Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by incorporating a preference 
database in the gateway device to create a profile indicating the habits of the user. The 
motivation for this is to make a sales pitch to the user about a product or service that 
reflects their habits or interests. 
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Regarding claim 5, Burton further discloses that the interface component for 
establishing a connection relating to said one or more selected services is adapted to 
transmit an initiation request to said at least one tag service provider (see Figure 3 [the 
first and second processors extract the users mobile number and the desired 
product or service and sends the information to the order generator where the 
order is transmitted to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]). 

Regarding claim 6, Burton discloses a portable electronic terminal for accessing 
networked services (see Figure 2, mobile telephone 10), comprising: a subscriber 
identification (p. 2 lines 5-12 [the receiver of the gateway device receives an 
incoming message containing identifying information specific to a user and a 
code specific to a product or service, therefore, the mobile has subscriber 
information]); a radio frequency identification tag reader for receiving a tag 
identification sequence from a radio frequency identification tag (p.20, lines 19-22 [the 
mobile telephone comprises a RF reader that interrogates an RF transponder 
having data corresponding to a code stored in a memory]); a generating 
component for generating a service request message in accordance with said tag 
identification sequence and said subscriber identification; wherein said service request 
message comprises said tag identification sequence and said subscriber identification 
(p. 2 lines 5-12 and p. 8, lines 17-20 [the receiver of the gateway device receives 
an incoming message from the mobile telephone containing identifying 
information specific to a user and a code specific to a product or service]), and an 
interface component for transmitting said service request message to a mediating 
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service provider for establishing a connection to at least one tag service provider (see 
Figure 2, [the mobile telephone has an antenna used to transmit messages to the 
gateway device]). Burton does not explicitly disclose that the subscriber information is 
associated with a plurality of subscribed services predefined and provided by a user of 
the portable electronic terminal and that the tag service provider operates one or more 
of a plurality of tag services associated with the tag identification sequence that 
correspond to services associated with said plurality of subscribed services in 
accordance with said subscriber identification. However, Catan discloses such a feature 
(paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18-21, and 26-36 [the network server performs an 
interaction process with the data is received which includes acquiring person 
profile information which is stored on the server or third party database 
[paragraph 0065 discloses that device 100 may store the user's profile data]; the 
profile includes elements such as the user interest in sports and favorite colors; 
the server uses the data read from the tennis shoes and the profile information to 
generate a cross-selling promotion indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on 
sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 
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Regarding claim 8, Burton further discloses said interface component is adapted 
for receiving a service response message from said at least one tag service provider (p. 
16, lines 9-11 [a confirmation may be sent directly to the user from the supplier 
using the contact information provided or may be sent indirectly through the 
gateway device to the user]) and a user interface is provided for outputting information 
included in said service response message (see Figure 2, Mobile Telephone 10 [the 
mobile has a viewing screen 11]). 

Regarding claim 9, Burton discloses a system for mediating networked services, 
comprising a portable electronic terminal (see Figure 2, mobile telephone 10), 
comprising: a subscriber identification (p. 2 lines 5-12 [the receiver of the gateway 
device receives an incoming message containing identifying information specific 
to a user and a code specific to a product or service, therefore, the mobile has 
subscriber information]); a radio frequency identification tag reader for receiving a tag 
identification sequence from a radio frequency identification tag (p.20, lines 19-22 [the 
mobile telephone comprises a RF reader that interrogates an RF transponder 
having data corresponding to a code stored in a memory]); a generating 
component for generating a service request message in accordance with said tag 
identification sequence and said subscriber identification; wherein said service request 
message comprises said tag identification sequence and said subscriber identification 
(p. 2 lines 5-12 and p. 8, lines 17-20 [the receiver of the gateway device receives 
an incoming message from the mobile telephone containing identifying 
information specific to a user and a code specific to a product or service]), and an 
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interface component for transmitting said service request message to a mediating 
service provider for establishing a connection to at least one tag service provider (see 
Figure 2, [the mobile telephone has an antenna used to transmit messages to the 
gateway device]); a network serving device constituting said mediating service provider 
(see Gateway device 1), comprising an interface component for receiving a service 
request message from a portable electronic terminal (p. 8, lines 17-20 [the gateway 
comprises a receiver operable to receive incoming messages from mobile 
telephones]); wherein said service request message comprises at least a tag 
identification sequence and a subscriber identification (p. 2 lines 5-12 [the receiver of 
the gateway device receives an incoming message containing identifying 
information specific to a user and a code specific to a product or service]); and a 
selection component for selecting one or more services in accordance with said tag 
identification sequence and said subscriber identification; wherein said interface 
component is adapted for establishing a connection between said portable electronic 
terminal and at least one tag service provider associated with said one or more selected 
services for operating said one or more selected services (see Figure 3 [the first and 
second processors extract the users mobile number and the desired product or 
service and sends the information to the order generator where the order is 
transmitted to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]). Burton does not 
explicitly disclose that the subscriber information is associated with a plurality of 
subscribed services predefined and provided by a user of the portable electronic 
terminal and that the tag service provider operates one or more of a plurality of tag 
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services associated with the tag identification sequence that correspond to services 
associated with said plurality of subscribed services in accordance with said subscriber 
identification. However, Catan discloses such a feature (paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18- 
21, and 26-36 [the network server performs an interaction process with the data is 
received which includes acquiring person profile information which is stored on 
the server or third party database; the profile includes elements such as the user 
interest in sports and favorite colors; the server uses the data read from the 
tennis shoes and the profile information to generate a cross-selling promotion 
indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 10, Burton discloses a method for mediating network services 
by a mediating network service provider (see Figure 1, Gateway device 1), comprising: 
receiving a service request message from a portable electronic terminal (p. 8, lines 17- 
20 [the gateway comprises a receiver operable to receive incoming messages 
from mobile telephones]); wherein said service request message comprises at least a 
tag identification sequence and a subscriber identification (p. 2 lines 5-12 [the receiver 
of the gateway device receives an incoming message containing identifying 
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information specific to a user and a code specific to a product or service]); 

wherein said tag identification sequence has been received from a radio frequency 
identification tag (p.20, lines 19-22 [the mobile telephone comprises a RF reader 
that interrogates an RF transponder having data corresponding to a code stored 
in a memory]) selecting one or more services in accordance with said tag identification 
sequence and said subscriber identification; wherein said interface component is 
adapted for establishing a connection between said portable electronic terminal and at 
least one tag service provider associated with said one or more selected services for 
operating said one or more selected services (see Figure 3 [the first and second 
processors extract the users mobile number and the desired product or service 
and sends the information to the order generator where the order is transmitted 
to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]) and the selecting comprises retrieving 
service information associated with said tag identification (p. 10, lines 11-19 [the 
second processor extracts the code and make a request to the data storage 
device to retrieve the data corresponding to the product or service identified by 
the code]). Burton does not explicitly disclose retrieving service information about a 
plurality of tag services associated with said tag identification sequence; retrieving 
subscription information about a plurality of subscribed services associated with said 
subscriber identification; and comparing said service information with said subscription 
information to select one or more subscribed services corresponding to one or more 
services associated with said tag identification sequence obtained from said service 
information. However, Catan discloses such features (paragraph 0066 [the network 
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server performs an interaction process on the tennis shoes that looks up 
information such as date of manufacture, the style, the store the shoes where 
shipped to, recall information, quality information, and so on; the interaction 
process also a personal profile of the user; the profile contains the users style 
preference, amenability to participate in sports (and type of sports), color 
preferences; with the combined data the interaction process can up-sell a better 
quality of tennis shoe and generate a cross-selling promotion indicating that a set 
of tennis racquets are on sale based on the item and the profile]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 12, Burton further discloses said retrieving service information 
comprises accessing a service data storage; wherein said service data storage 
comprises a plurality of service information which are associated with at least one tag 
identification sequence for retrieval (p. 10, lines 11-19 [the second processor 
extracts the code and make a request to the data storage device to retrieve the 
data corresponding to the product or service identified by the code]). Burton is 
silent regarding said retrieving subscription information comprises accessing a 
subscription data storage; wherein said subscription data storage comprises a plurality 
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of subscription information which is associated with at least one subscriber identification 
for retrieval. However, Catan discloses such a feature (paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18- 
21, and 26-36 [the network server performs an interaction process with the data is 
received which includes acquiring person profile information which is stored on 
the server or third party database; the profile includes elements such as the user 
interest in sports and favorite colors; the server uses the data read from the 
tennis shoes and the profile information to generate a cross-selling promotion 
indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 13, the references as applied above disclose all the claimed 
subject matter recited in claim 1 1 . However, Catan further discloses said subscription 
information comprises classification information which relates to at least one class of 
services (paragraph 0119, 4-15 [the preference database makes predictions on 
what the user may prefer based on past choices and behaviors of the user; the 
database uses these inferences to classify the user such as a baseball 
enthusiast]). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further implement the method of Catan into the system 
of Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by incorporating a preference 
database in the gateway device to create a profile indicating the habits of the user. The 
motivation for this is to make a sales pitch to the user about a product or service that 
reflects their habits or interests. 

Regarding claim 14, Burton further discloses transmitting an initiation request to 
said at least one tag service provider (see Figure 3 [the first and second processors 
extract the users mobile number and the desired product or service and sends 
the information to the order generator where the order is transmitted to the 
vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]). 

Regarding claim 15, Burton discloses a method for accessing network services 
by a portable electronic terminal (see Figure 2, mobile telephone 10), comprising: 
retrieving a tag identification sequence from a radio frequency identification tag by a 
RFID tag reader connected to the portable electronic terminal (p.20, lines 19-22 [the 
mobile telephone comprises a RF reader that interrogates an RF transponder 
having data corresponding to a code stored in a memory]); generating a service 
request message in accordance with said tag identification sequence and said 
subscriber identification; wherein said service request message comprises said tag 
identification sequence and said subscriber identification (p. 2 lines 5-12 and p. 8, 
lines 17-20 [the receiver of the gateway device receives an incoming message 
from the mobile telephone containing identifying information specific to a user 
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and a code specific to a product or service; the message can be an short 
message services message]), and transmitting said service request message to a 
mediating service provider to establishing a connection to at least one tag service 
provider for operating one or more subscribed services (see Figures 2 and 3, [the 
mobile telephone has an antenna used to transmit messages to the gateway 
device; the processors extract the users mobile number and the desired product 
or service and send the information to the order generator where the order is 
transmitted to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1 )]) in accordance with said 
tag identification sequence and said subscriber identification; (see Figure 3 [the first 
and second processors extract the users mobile number and the desired product 
or service and sends the information to the order generator where the order is 
transmitted to the vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]). Burton does not 
explicitly disclose that the subscriber information is associated with a plurality of 
subscribed services predefined and provided by a user of the portable electronic 
terminal and that the tag service provider operates one or more of a plurality of tag 
services associated with the tag identification sequence that correspond to services 
associated with said plurality of subscribed services in accordance with said subscriber 
identification. However, Catan discloses such a feature (paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18- 
21, and 26-36 [the network server performs an interaction process with the data is 
received which includes acquiring person profile information which is stored on 
the server or third party database [paragraph 0065 discloses that device 100 may 
store the user's profile data]; the profile includes elements such as the user 
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interest in sports and favorite colors; the server uses the data read from the 
tennis shoes and the profile information to generate a cross-selling promotion 
indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 17, Burton further discloses receiving a service response 
message from said at least one tag service provider (p. 16, lines 9-11 [a confirmation 
may be sent directly to the user from the supplier using the contact information 
provided or may be sent indirectly through the gateway device to the user]) and a 
displaying information comprised by said service response message to a user (see 
Figure 2, Mobile Telephone 10 [the mobile has a viewing screen 11 that can be 
used to view the message sent by the supplier or the gateway device]). 

Regarding claim 18, Burton discloses a method for mediating networked services 
by a mediating service provider to a portable electronic terminal, comprising receiving at 
least a tag identification sequence from a radio frequency identification tag by a radio 
frequency identification tag reader connected to said portable electronic terminal (p.20, 
lines 19-22 [the mobile telephone comprises a RF reader that interrogates an RF 
transponder having data corresponding to a code stored in a memory]);generating 
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a service request message in accordance with said tag identification sequence and 
subscriber information (p. 2 lines 5-12 and p. 8, lines 17-20 [the receiver of the 
gateway device receives an incoming message from the mobile telephone 
containing identifying information specific to a user and a code specific to a 
product or service; the message can be an short message services message]); 
transmitting said service request message from said portable electronic terminal to a 
mediating service provider (see Figure 3, Step 3 [the message is sent to the 
gateway device 1]); receiving said service request message from said portable 
electronic terminal by said mediating service provider (see Figure 3, Step 4 [the 
message is received by the receiver of the gateway device and sent to the 
processors]); and establishing a connection by said mediating service provider 
between said portable, electronic terminal and at least one tag service provider 
associated with said one or more selected services for operating said with said 
one or more selected services (see Figure 3 [the first and second processors 
extract the users mobile number and the desired product or service and sends 
the information to the order generator where the order is transmitted to the 
vendor via transmitter 9 (see Figure 1)]). Burton does not explicitly disclose that the 
subscriber information is associated with a plurality of subscribed services predefined 
and provided by a user of the portable electronic terminal and that the tag service 
provider operates one or more of a plurality of tag services associated with the tag 
identification sequence that correspond to services associated with said plurality of 
subscribed services in accordance with said subscriber identification. However, Catan 
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discloses such a feature (paragraph 0066, lines 7-9, 18-21, and 26-36 [the network 
server performs an interaction process with the data is received which includes 
acquiring person profile information which is stored on the server or third party 
database [paragraph 0065 discloses that device 100 may store the user's profile 
data]; the profile includes elements such as the user interest in sports and 
favorite colors; the server uses the data read from the tennis shoes and the 
profile information to generate a cross-selling promotion indicating that a set of 
tennis racquets are on sale]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by enabling the first processor to 
access a database that contains the user's personal profile. The motivation for this is to 
enable the gateway device to make a sales pitch based on the selected item and the 
user's interests. 

Regarding claim 20, Burton discloses all the claimed subject matter recited in 
claim 10, but is silent regarding a computer program product for mediating networked 
services, comprising load-able program code sections for carrying out the steps of claim 
10, when said program is implemented in a computer program for being executed on a 
microprocessor based component such as a serving device. However, Catan discloses 
such a feature (paragraph 0130, lines 1-8 [the function of the server is governed by 
a software process running on the server]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,290 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2465 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by embedding the method of Burton 
on a computer-readable medium comprising software to be executed by a processor in 
order to perform the method of Burton. 

Regarding claim 21 , Burton discloses all the claimed subject matter recited in 
claim 18, but is silent regarding a computer program product for mediating networked 
services, wherein said computer program product is comprising program code sections 
stored on a computer readable medium for carrying out the method of claim 18, when 
said computer program product is executed on a microprocessor based component. 
However, Catan discloses such a feature (paragraph 0130, lines 1-8 [the function of 
the server is governed by a software process running on the server]). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Catan into the system of 
Burton. The method of Catan can be implemented by embedding the method of Burton 
on a computer-readable medium comprising software to be executed by a processor in 
order to perform the method of Burton. 

Regarding claim 24, Burton further discloses receiving a service response 
message from said at least one tag service provider (p. 16, lines 9-11 [a confirmation 
may be sent directly to the user from the supplier using the contact information 
provided or may be sent indirectly through the gateway device to the user]) and a 
displaying information comprised by said service response message to a user (see 
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Figure 2, Mobile Telephone 10 [the mobile has a viewing screen 11 that can be 
used to view the message sent by the supplier or the gateway device]). 

12. Claims 7, 16, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Burton (GB 2375265) in view of Catan (US 2002/01 39589) as applied to claims 6 
and 15 above, and further in view of Schmidtberg et al. (US 2004/0145474). 

Regarding claim 7, the references as applied above disclose all the claimed 
subject matter recited in claim 6, but are silent regarding the radio frequency 
identification tag reader is adapted to receive at least said tag identification sequence 
and communication related data; wherein said generating component is adapted to 
generate said service request message in accordance with said communication related 
data and said interface component is adapted to transmit said service request message 
in accordance with said communication related data. However, Schmidtberg et al. 
discloses such a feature (paragraph 0019, lines 11-21 [when the dynamic EPC 
(electronic product code) is read, it includes one or more fields that indicate to 
the server information on how to decode the one or more remaining fields; a 
message including the dynamic EPC is sent from the reader to the server via 
interfaces]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Schmidtberg et al. into the 
system of the references as applied above. The method of Schmidtberg et al. can be 
implemented by enabling the RF reader to receive a dynamic EPC via the RF 
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transponder. The motivation for this is to encrypt the message that is sent from the 
mobile telephone to the gateway device. 

Regarding claim 16, the references as applied above disclose s all the claimed 
subject matter recited in claim 15, but are silent regarding receiving communication 
related data from said radio frequency identification tag by said radio frequency 
identification tag reader, wherein said service request message is generated and 
transmitted in accordance with said communication related data. However, Schmidtberg 
et al. discloses such a feature (paragraph 0019, lines 11-21 [when the dynamic EPC 
(electronic product code) is read, it includes one or more fields that indicate to 
the server information on how to decode the one or more remaining fields; a 
message including the dynamic EPC is sent from the reader to the server via 
interfaces]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement the method of Schmidtberg et al. into the 
system of the references as applied above. The method of Schmidtberg et al. can be 
implemented by enabling the RF reader to receive a dynamic EPC via the RF 
transponder. The motivation for this is to encrypt the message that is sent from the 
mobile telephone to the gateway device. 

Regarding claim 23, Burton further discloses said interface component is 
adapted for receiving a service response message from said at least one tag service 
provider (p. 16, lines 9-11 [a confirmation may be sent directly to the user from the 
supplier using the contact information provided or may be sent indirectly through 
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the gateway device to the user]) and a user interface is provided for outputting 
information included in said service response message (see Figure 2, Mobile 
Telephone 10 [the mobile has a viewing screen 11]). 

Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the newly amended claims, which now comprise the 
limitations "the subscriber identification is associated with the plurality of plurality of 
subscribed services and the RFID tag identification sequence is associated with a 
plurality of tag services," are not taught or suggests, alone or in combination, by the 
Burton (GB 2375265) and Catan (US 2002/0139589) references. However, the 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Catan et al. discloses that the network server performs 
an interaction process on the tennis shoes that looks up information such as date of 
manufacture, the style, the store the shoes where shipped to, recall information, quality 
information, etc. and a second interaction process that looks up a personal profile of the 
user that contains the users style preference, amenability to participate in sports (and 
type of sports), color preferences (paragraph 0066). The combined data from the 
interaction process can up-sell a better quality of tennis shoe and generate a cross- 
selling promotion indicating that a set of tennis racquets are on sale based on the item 
and the profile (paragraph 0066). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize the immediate benefits of 
combining the system of Burton with the teaching of Catan et al such as an improved 
shopping experience for the customer and increased revenue for the seller. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER T. WYLLIE whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8:30am to 6:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on (571 ) 272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher T. Wyllie/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2465 

/Jayanti K. Patel/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2465 
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